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Dona Victoria Reid, Indian Princess 
By Janet Aird 
 

In 1806, in the dusty village of Comicragna, near where Monterey Park now stands, a beautiful 
Indian princess was born. She came to own of some of the most valuable land in Los Angeles County, 
marry a prominent Los Angeles politician, and die penniless and alone. This is her story. 

When Bartholomea Comicrabit was six years old, she was taken to the San Gabriel Mission. 
Dona Eulalia Perez de Guillen Marine, the llavalera, or housemother, saw the promise in the little girl. 
She became her mentor, and took Bartholomea to live with her and her husband in their comfortable 
home in San Pascual, not far from the mission.1  

Dona Eulalia taught Bartholomea the speech and homemaking skills of a fine Castilian lady, and 
when Bartholomea turned 13 years old, old enough to marry, Dona Eulalia advised her to choose Pablo 
Maria, an Indian elder from the mission. They married and Pablo Maria moved into Dona Eulalia’s home 
with them. He and Bartholomea had their first child one year later.2 

Dona Eulalia’s husband, an army lieutenant, was appointed to the garrison at San Gabriel in the 
service of King of Spain. When the missions were secularized and their lands given away, Dona Eulalia 
pulled off a remarkable feat. Using her husband’s connections, she arranged for Bartolomea to take title 
to two ranchos, the 13,000-acre Rancho Santa Anita, which now covers all or portions of the cities of 
Pasadena, San Marino, Monrovia, Sierra Madre and Arcadia, including the Los Angeles State and County 
Arboretum, and the 128-acre vineyard and orchard, Rancho La Huerta del Cuati,3 which included 
Alhambra, South Pasadena, Pasadena and San Marino, part of which is now the Huntington Library and 
Botanical Gardens and Lacy Park. Bartholomea already owned land near the mission. 

One day, when Bartholomea was pregnant with her fourth child, she accompanied Dona Eulalia 
on a shopping trip to the pueblo of Los Angeles. Dona Eulalia visited a shop owned by Hugo Reid, a 
Scottish adventurer, merchant and trader, while Bartholomea waited outside with the horses. Dona 
Eulalia introduced the two and invited Hugo to tea.4  

Hugo left Los Angeles shortly afterward to teach in Hermosillo, Mexico, more than 600 miles 
away. His shop had failed, but some said he had fallen in love with the tall, graceful young mother and 
went away to forget her. Not long afterward, Bartolomea’s husband died of smallpox and Hugo rushed 
back to be by her side.5 

He converted to Catholicism and received permission from the ecclesiastical judge to marry her. 
She was 29 years old. He was two years younger. They married the next year, in 1837, in a celebration 
that lasted for days.6 Hugo adopted her children and changed her name to Victoria, the name of both 
the young Queen Victoria in England and the woman he’d loved in Scotland many years before.7 

Hugo lived with his new family and Dona Eulalia while he built a two-story adobe home on 
Victoria’s land in San Gabriel, “Uva Spina.” When the house was finished, Victoria refused to go upstairs 
because she was terrified that it would collapse in an earthquake.8 

There was a dispute over Victoria’s claim to the Rancho Santa Anita, which Hugo worked for 
years to resolve. When he was granted the title in 1841, one of the padres at the mission expressed 
approval of the grant, describing it as a reward for services rendered to the mission by Victoria and her 
late husband Pablo Maria.9 

Hugo had built a home for the family at the rancho, and they settled into a life of ranching. For a 
time the rancho flourished, but he grew bored. He traveled for extended periods of time, including twice 
to China.10 He also became involved in local politics. He’d been elected to the Los Angeles City Council in 



183911 and he was also a justice of the peace in San Gabriel. These positions were prestigious but time-
consuming and unpaid.  

Meanwhile, Dona Victoria – as she was known - struggled to live in two worlds. As Hugo’s wife, 
she was part of the area’s social elite and helped entertain his American friends and business associates 
when they stayed at the rancho – often for months at a time. But even when they wrote to their friends 
praising her cooking or her graciousness, they referred to her as ‘his Indian wife.’12  

On the other hand, she was set against Hugo’s teaching their children to read and write because 
she was afraid that being indoors too much would harm their health.13 Hugo had taught her to read and 
write, but she wrote only two letters in her life, both of them to a friend of Hugo’s when he had 
disappeared for months without a word.14 

Hugo’s commitment to public service, his wanderlust and his increasingly poor health led him to 
neglect the ranchos, and the Reids fell into debt. In 1847, they sold the Rancho Santa Anita to Henry 
Dalton and moved back to Uva Espina. There, Hugo wrote a series of 22 highly respected essays on the 
lives of the local Indians for the newspaper, the Los Angeles Star.15 The essays appear in the book, “The 
Indians of Los Angeles County,” which still can be found in local libraries. In 1849, he was elected as a 
delegate to California’s first Constitutional Convention and was one of the signatories of the state's first 
Constitution. 

As Victoria had feared, every one of their children died prematurely, all of smallpox. Two them 
still have a place in Southern California history. Their daughter, the beautiful Maria Ignacia, was known 
as “The Flower of San Gabriel,” and was the inspiration for Helen Hunt Jackson’s novel, ‘Ramona.’ She 
was only 17 years old when she died.16 

Victoria and Hugo’s eldest son, Felipe, became involved with the notorious bandit Joaquin 
Murrieta. When Major General Joshua Bean, brother of Roy (The Hanging Judge) Bean was shot to 
death, people at the time believed that Felipe had killed him. Three other men were found guilty of the 
crime but Felipe wasn’t even prosecuted.17 

Hugo died of tuberculosis in 1852. The guardian he’d chosen to look after Victoria’s affairs stole 
what money she had left, and in 1854 she sold the Rancho La Huerta del Cuati to Benjamin (Don Benito) 
Wilson.18 He renamed it Lake Vineyard Ranch and eventually sold it to his daughter Ruth and her 
husband George Patton, Sr. The Pattons lived there with their children, including the future General 
George S. Patton, Jr.19 

Impoverished, Victoria moved back to her house in San Gabriel, the one she was afraid would 
collapse in an earthquake. In 1855, she lost her claim to it – and it collapsed in an earthquake.20 She 
spent her last years living with Dona Eulalia, wearing Indian clothing and a quilt wrapped around her 
shoulders. She died of smallpox in 1868.21 

Hugo’s name survives on a street, a park and a school in Arcadia. At the arboretum, the house 
that was built on her land is called the Hugo Reid Adobe. 

Dona Victoria is buried in an unmarked grave in the mission cemetery. She has no descendants. 
No picture of her survives; it is possible that none was ever taken. Even where signs of her remain, she is 
unnamed. A statue of her, Hugo and two of their children, made in 1937, is called ‘The Hugo Reid 
Family.’  

Dona Victoria, an Indian princess, lost everything: her husband, her children and her land. And in 
spite of it all, she endured. 
 It is time she was remembered. 
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